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Dr Previsani is responsible for Biosafety and Laboratory Biosecurity at the World Health 
Organization in Geneva. The WHO Biosafety and Laboratory Biosecurity programme provides 
guidance on and promotes the use of safe and secure workplace practices, appropriate 
protective equipment, engineering and administrative controls in the handling of pathogenic 
organisms in laboratories, during transportation, in field investigations and in vaccine 

manufacturing facilities, to protect workers, the environment and the community from 
exposure, infection, and subsequent development of disease. The programme assists Member 
States understand, adopt and implement biorisk management strategies to minimize risks of 
infections through safe and secure practices in laboratory and transport environments, and to 
accomplish these goals in a cost-effective manner. Goals and objectives include the 
establishment of a biosafety and laboratory biosecurity culture worldwide. 

Dr Previsani holds a diploma in biotechnology from the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology of 
Zürich (ETH), Switzerland, and a PhD in molecular biology from the University of Lausanne, 
Switzerland.  
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